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Introduction


The Union of International Associations reports that, “In 1995 there were 43.4 million Americans without health insurance. That number had been increasing at an annual rate of 1.2 million, and was expected to rise to as many as 9 million Americans by 2002. Those without health insurance come from all backgrounds, but more and more they tend to be from the working poor.  In 1991, when about 14% of the US population was without health insurance, about 11% of whites were uninsured, 32% of Hispanics, and 21% of blacks.”


In this activity, you will learn about healthcare disparities in America.  You will collect, organize, display, and interpret data regarding this topic.  Your first task is to research information regarding health care in America, then you should reflect on what you found, and finally I would like you to present the data using graphs and tables.  
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A Collaborative Online Database Exploration for 9th grade Algebra I & Social Studies students





Getting familiar with the Database





Let’s get started!  Under the subject area tab Pay & Benefits, click on benefits.  





What percent of state and local government employees have access to health benefits? ______














The Lack of Heath Insurance in America





Database Basics


In this activity, you will research information about medical insurance from the online database US Bureau of Labor Statistics to find answers to the key questions.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.bls.gov/" �http://www.bls.gov/�


 You may want to first visit the following page and explore the helpful tutorials: � HYPERLINK "http://www.bls.gov/tutorial/" �http://www.bls.gov/tutorial/�


I suggest that you start with the following tutorial regarding data.  This tutorial will help you understand how to quickly access the most requested statistics from the site and allow you to create customized tables to fit your research needs.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.bls.gov/tutorial/data_homepage/home.htm" �http://www.bls.gov/tutorial/data_homepage/home.htm�




















Arrange the Answers


Once you find your answers, write 2 -3 paragraphs on your findings.  Be sure to include a chart of data for each Key Question.  I recommend inputting the data into Microsoft Excel and using a pie chart for the first question and a bar graph for the next two.      


Need help with Excel? Click here: � HYPERLINK "http://www.internet4classrooms.com/excel_create_chart.htm" �http://www.internet4classrooms.com/excel_create_chart.htm�











Key Questions


What percent of Americans are without health insurance in 2009?  Which jobs provide inadequate medical coverage? What are the current percent breakdowns for uninsured individuals by race?    


When searching for answers to these questions, be sure to bookmark links and keep good notes. 


Not sure how to cite using MLA? Click here: � HYPERLINK "http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/" �http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/�











Evaluation


This assignment is worth 20 points.  You will be evaluated on the following criteria:


 Your Microsoft Word report includes 2-3 paragraphs summarizing the information from the Bureau of Labor Statistics database.


Your report includes tables and/or graphs that represent the data that you found.  


 Your report concludes with an analysis statement of the current health care situation.


The report is written clearly, concisely, and with correct grammar and spelling. 


All information is cited using correct MLA citation.








Apply what you’ve learned





The Obama Administration is currently exploring ideas for health care reform.  Find a few current articles that discuss this situation and summarize the information.  Based on your findings, will this help or hurt the lack of health insurance by Americans?  In your opinion, does the Obama Administration’s plan create more problems?  Explain.  





The following websites are excellent resources to use.  Search “Health Care Reform.” 


http://www.npr.org/  


http://www.cnn.com/  
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This lesson was modified from a course called Advanced Teaching with Technology at San Diego State University, with permission from the instructor, Wendy Parcel.





Use of this lesson is allowed by other educators.  Please give credit where due.  





Lesson created July 1st, 2009 by Deborah Hennenberg, Teacher of Mathematics.





Conclusion


Please reflect on your experience.  Did you find this activity meaningful?  What did you learn? What are you still curious about? 


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


From this activity, you should have a greater understanding of the current health care issue and you should also feel comfortable organizing data, both analytically and graphically. If you would like to learn more information regarding the lack of medical insurance in America or the Obama Administration’s plan for health care reform, the following are excellent resources.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.healthreform.gov/" �http://www.healthreform.gov/�		� HYPERLINK "http://www.urban.org/publications/411317.html" �http://www.urban.org/publications/411317.html�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.americanhealthcarereform.org/" �http://www.americanhealthcarereform.org/�	� HYPERLINK "http://www.nchc.org/facts/coverage.shtml" �http://www.nchc.org/facts/coverage.shtml�





    











