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Professional Learning Plan


There have been major advances in classroom technology in the latter portion of the twentieth century and new developments continue to evolve.  Technology advances are growing exponentially and the exceptional teachers are staying on the cutting edge of classroom applications to create the optimal student learning experience.  As a young educator, I have grown up in the age of technology and I see the value it has when used properly in a classroom.  I would like to continue my professional development by learning about different technology uses and how to effectively implement them into my own classroom.  In order to guide my learning process, I have created a professional learning plan regarding the use of educational technologies.  
As a teacher, I currently use basic technologies on a regular basis.  I use e-mail to communicate with students, parents, and colleagues.  I use the SmartBoard software for daily lesson plans.  When applicable, I access websites during class for tutorials or interactive activities.  On occasion, I take my students to the computer lab to use math programs.  I also use online grading software.  While these are great technologies to use, I feel I am barely scratching the surface with the many other technology resources available.  I am excited that my school is attempting a 1-1 tablet PC initiative.  The middle school will implement the program this year with the hopes that it will expand to the upper grades in the next several years.  A 1-1 environment provides endless opportunities to incorporate educational technologies in the classroom and I hope to be included in this initiative.    

One of my greatest strengths with technology is that, having grown up in the age of technology, I quickly learn new tools.  Currently, I feel confident in using many educational tools such as the Geometer’s Sketchpad, Jing, Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, and SmartBoard software.  Although I have some knowledge and skills related to classroom technology uses, there are always areas to improve.  First, I would like to learn how to apply technology in real life settings.  I would also like to provide consistent opportunities to use technology in my classroom so that it is used on a regular basis.  In addition, I would like to become more informed about educational technology developments in order to be aware of new products.  I would also like to find technologies that support investigation and exploration with math concepts.  I am currently learning how to use the Texas Instruments Nspire calculator, which will fulfill that goal.  I genuinely enjoy using technology and I am very interested in learning more ways to integrate technology into the classroom effectively.  
As part of my professional learning plan, I have created three goals that I would like to achieve over the course of the 09-10 school year.  These goals are listed in order of importance.    

Goal 1: I would like to become proficient in at least three new classroom technologies and implement the technologies into my daily lesson plans. I plan to achieve this goal by first experimenting with several different classroom tools at home and in my classroom.  I recently formulated a list of possible classroom tools and I plan to investigate a few of them to familiarize myself with their features.  I should feel confident in these new technologies by the end of the school year.  
Goal 2: I would like to acquire a list of 5-10 interactive websites that I can use with my students as either individual or whole-class work. I plan to achieve this goal by researching websites from internet search engines like Google and collaborating with colleagues.  I should have this list by Winter Vacation.    
Goal 3: I would like to read scholarly articles pertaining to educational technology on a weekly basis.  I plan to achieve this goal by searching for articles on Kent State University’s Education Research Complete database and reading at least one article on weekend afternoons.  This goal will continue until the end of the school year.        
Collaborating with colleagues is an excellent professional development opportunity available at my school that can help me achieve my goals.  For example, I plan to seek out colleagues in other departments who incorporate WikiSpaces into their classroom to gain tips and ideas from their experiences.  I also plan to talk to my colleagues in the math department to determine which technology resources they are incorporating into their classroom.  In order to measure my progress towards my goals, it will be important that I document classroom technology uses and also save examples that meet my objectives.  I will feel satisfied when I have expanded my technology uses in the classroom but I will feel accomplished when I have increased student learning through the additional use of technology.  

A thoughtful professional learning plan can successfully guide an individual for meaningful professional growth.  With technology advances rapidly continuing to develop, it is important to pursue professional development opportunities regularly.  Continuing to learn is a critical aspect for succeeding in any career.   
