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	Tool Analysis

	Title
	Jing
	[image: image1.png]




	Use
	Captures images and video.
	

	How to obtain the tool
	Jing can be downloaded at www.jingproject.com
	

	Cost
	Basic edition is free.  

Pro edition is available for $14.95/year.
	

	Operating Systems

	Windows Vista or Windows XP

Mac OS X


	

	Additional

Requirements
	Microsoft .NET Framework 3

	Broadband recommended

	Description
	 Jing is a screen capture tool that allows users to capture images and videos on the screen of their computer.  Once captured, the image or video can be edited by text, arrows, and other effects, and then shared with others.       

   

	How does the tool support learning?
	Jing is a great tool for creating “How-To” presentations.  Both educators and students can use this tool to create demonstrations regarding a computer or internet-related task.  For example, a teacher could demonstrate how to access a specific link on a website by using Jing:  Once the website is accessed, the teacher can take a screen shot of the site and then add an arrow that points to the link.  Likewise, a teacher could illustrate how to e-mail an attachment by providing screenshots of the necessary steps and including text to explain each image.  Likewise, the teacher could capture the process in a video and speak into a microphone to demonstrate the process.  In addition to “How-To” presentations, Jing is also a great tool when a teacher or student would like to play an audio or video clip in class: By capturing the clip, the presenter can quickly and easily access the desired audio or video segment.  This is especially helpful for teachers who have blocked websites at their school because the teacher can access the website at home and using Jing capture the video.      


	How does the tool relate to learning theories?
	Jing supports teaching visual learners who benefit from pictures, diagrams, or graphics along with text.  According to Howard Gardner’s multiple intelligences theory, spatial-visual learners tend to think in pictures and learn best from visual displays (LdPride.net, n.d.).  


	Research related to using Jing or similar products.
	Melissa Rethlefsen recently reviewed several screen capture tools available, including Jing Pro, and she rated their usability, flexibility, audio, and video features.  Using a rating with five stars being the best, Rethlefsen concluded that Jing Pro earned 4 stars for usability and video, 2 stars for audio and 1 star for flexibility.  Finally, she remarked that the free version of Jing is “an excellent alternative” to Jing Pro (Rethlefsen, 2009, p. 62).    
Another study that reviewed similar software concluded that tools that support screen capture “help online instructors communicate more clearly and create engaging, professional presentations” (Evans & Champion, 2007, p. 82).

	Is this tool appropriate for the classroom?
	Jing is appropriate to use in educational settings and can be used in all content areas.  Jing is an appropriate tool for the classroom because it is a non-complicated tool that can greatly enhance student learning.  Jing is user-friendly as it is easy to download and use.  In addition, as a visual learner who benefits from pictures and graphics, I believe that using Jing to capture images enables a presenter to communicate more effectively.  I also believe that information is more likely to be retained when introduced with pictures.  
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