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The issue of using copyrighted materials in the educational world is very complex.  The legal jargon for copyright laws can be confusing and vague but it is imperative that educators and students be aware of the “dos and don’ts” before copying materials.    
While there are some leniencies towards copyrighted materials when they are used for non-profit educational purposes, there are still many restrictions and rules.  The Fair Use Doctrine, which established as a compromise between copyright owners and users, provides a limited basis for which individuals can use copyrighted information without obtaining permission.   The Fair Use Doctrine can be applied depending on the purpose of the copying, how much content has been copied, what kind of material has been copied, and the potential financial loss to the creator (Starr, 2006).  The Fair Use Doctrine permits the use of copyrighted materials for classroom instruction and provides guidelines such as permitting educators to copy a single chapter from a book, a single chart or graph, or an excerpt from a work that combines language and illustrations (Starr, 2006).  It is important that educators understand the regulations of the Fair Use Doctrine in order to not misuse or take advantage of it.   
I would like to ensure that my students are familiar with copyright laws and also aware of the following misconceptions.   First, the rules for plagiarism and copyrights are different.  Giving credit to an author saves you from a plagiarism lawsuit but not satisfy copyright requirements (Starr, 2006).  Also, materials do not have to explicitly say that they are copyrighted.  Any original piece created after April 1, 1989 is protected under the copyright laws (Templeton, 2008).  In addition, most tangible works are copyright protected, even anonymous works! However, there is one exception: public domain resources.  The criteria for public domain resources are certain date restrictions, works authored by federal government employees, or works that the owner granted to the public domain (Starr, 2006).      
The articles pertaining to copyright rules have opened my eyes to the seriousness of copyright infringement.    The most important piece of information that I read was that internet resources are not exempt from these policies.   It is easy to forget that online resources are under the same guidelines as printed materials.  During this past year I copied countless images from the internet into my Smartboard slides, and did not think twice about it.  I now realize that before copying images or text, I need to consider the copyright rules.  

I am still unsure if I am breaking copyright laws if I use math problems or activities from internet resources though.  For example, am I legally allowed to use a word problem posted on Sparknotes.com in my classroom? Am I legally allowed to use a graphing calculator activity posted on the TI Activities Exchange website?  

As an educator, I need to be aware of the copyright rules and regulations when using unoriginal resources in my classes.  Although I feel more informed on the topic of copyright laws, I would like to further research specific examples related to a math classroom.  
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